
	Caring For Your New Kitten





Congratulations on getting a new kitten!  Kittens are fun and fascinating to have in your home.  Most people don’t think of cats as being “trainable”, but they can be with the right amount of time and skill.  Housetraining is easy and can be accomplished very quickly.  They are born with the instinct to bury their eliminations.  Purchase a litter box with a lid to give them privacy and keep the litter from being kicked out onto the floor.  There are many types of litter out there, so choose what best suits your lifestyle.  Try to stick with only one type and continue with it for the life of your cat. Cats like consistency.  If you have multiple cats, multiple litter boxes may be needed. The general “rule of thumb” is 1 + 1 … 1 cat + 1 = 2 litter boxes.

Another natural instinct for kittens is scratching.  Please purchase them a scratching post and encourage them to use it.  Occasionally, kittens will scratch on things that you don’t want them to, like the carpet or furniture.  Catching them in the act and deterring them immediately will help prevent this.  Consider a water bottle, pennies in a tin can, or a loud verbal “No” as options to stop their destructive behavior.  There is also a nail product called Soft Paws.  This is a nail cap that is applied to the cat’s own nails and will not harm any surfaces they may scratch on.  These are not permanent and will have to be replaced as the nail grows out. The final choice for a very destructive cat is declawing.  Here at Hope Animal Hospital, we hope to find another way to deter this behavior and do not wish to perform this procedure unless it is medically necessary.  Please consult with Dr. Moseley before choosing to do this irreversible and painful procedure.  She will be glad to discuss other options.  

Playtime is very important to a growing kitten.  They love to chase and hunt things.  Providing them with safe and fun toys will challenge them and keep them active.  Do not let your kitten play with strings or objects they may swallow.  Sometimes the toys that are the most fun are those we don’t expect, like wadded paper balls or laser lights.  Don’t forget to play with your kitten yourself…we humans can be great toys as well.;)

Kittens are highly intelligent and can be trained to do many things.  There are many resources available on cat training on the internet or cat magazines. Feel free to do some research and who knows, maybe you’ll be having that kitten playing fetch or bringing in the newspaper.  
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